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COMMENTARY 


The Moral of 
Hurley's going 


OE STALIN, a sick man but 

still a shrewd one, is keeping 
his powder dry—as Bernard 
Shaw once advised him. His 
method, of course, is to culti- 
vate catspaw governments in 
countries adjoining the USSR; 
encircling himself with friends 
before anybody else can encircle 
him with enemies. Imperialism? 


Our guest commentator is 
PIBWOB 


Not necessarily; commonsense 
security provisions so long as 
the atom-bomb remains an 
Anglo-American secret, and an 


American possession. 

Uncle Sham is doing very much the 
same thing in the ‘“ American hemi- 
sphere ”’—a geographical] entity which 
shares the advantage with other fic- 
tions of being without precise defini- 
tion. It is now being expanded to in- 
clude Japan, althougn Argentina 
continues to be unco-operative. 

With the two great land powers 
thus engaged in making themselves, 
rather than the world, safe for their 
own peculiar brands of democracy, 
Britain, whose sea power counts for 
little in an atomic age, is having a 
lonely struggle to make collective 
security a reality. Fully aware of 
the importance of being Ernest Bevin, 
our Foreign Secretary has good cause 
to be worried. Rightly, he sees his 
job to be the promotion of confidence 
between nations.- And however black 
the outlook is, he is fortified with a 
real faith in the common people of the 
world. A man with a faith of this 
kind may succeed where the most skil- 
ful diplomatist would fail, but it is 
encouraging to note that Anthony 
Eden is taking the same world-wide 
view as Mr. Bevin. 


The new Isolationism 


MIHE tragedy is that there are no 

longer men with the imagination 
of Bevin and Eden at the head of 
affairs in the United States. Roose- 
velt and Wilkie are dead, and Henry 
Wallace has been silenced by adminis- 
trative burdens. Ax a result, America 
is turning Isolationist once more. In a 
recent BBC talk from New York, Mr. 
Clifton Utley made it plain how little 
American support there is for a 
thoroughly internationalist policy. In 
London, where the United Nations 
Organization is now being framed, 
American delegates ‘are very vocal. 
Emissaries from different big cities in 
the States have been trying to per- 
suade UNO to make its home in their 
particular locality. But their motives 
are civic pride and civic ambition, not 
enthusiasm for the idea of collective 
security. 

Gen. Hurley’s resignation from his 
job as US ambassador to China was 
most significant. The General is anti- 
Communist. Even when Red China 
was playing an important part in the 
military struggle against Japan, he 
saw to it that American arms went 
only to Chiang Kai Shek's forces. 
Since the defeat of Japan, he has been 
backing up the Chungking Govern- 
ment in its Civil War against the Com. 
munists. 

According to the New Statesman 
(Dec. 1), informed circles in America 
maintain that Chiang Kai Shek would 
not have dared substitute military 
action for negotiations with the Com- 
munists without support from Ameri- 
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DE GAULLE’S POLICY 


MAY DOOM 


THE WEST 


Grave danger of total European collapse 


EHIND the ever-changing flow of events that make news are the two 

stark realities—the absolute collapse of Central Europe, and the entry 
into the world of the atomic bomb. These events are, both in their kind, 
incommensurable: but both are epoch-making. A new era of human history 
would begin with either (writes Observer). 


Meanwhile, men go about their 
business ignoring both. In sober fact, 
I do much the same myself. I think, 
quite a lot, about them; write quite a 
lot. But, being utterly unable to relate 
my thinking to any immediately rele- 
vant action, I plunge very deliberately 
into the oblivion of my daily job— 
rather like the Doctor in Tchekov’s 
play who found solace for his soul in 
planting trees. (I confess I plant 
trees myself.) 

I am not surprised to see that Mr.. 
H. G. Wells has come to the conclusion 
that the human mind is at the end of 
its tether, and that the human species 
will have to make way for another. 
It’s the only conclusion warranted by 
the facts. Forty years ago Henry 
Adams said that “the human mind 
would have to jump ” ; and ever since 
the evidence has been accumulating 
that the huinan mind hasn’t jumped. 

A good deal of it, indeed, is engaged 
in jumping backwards: conspicuously, 
that part of it that is represented by 
General de Gaulle. I don’t think the 
Russian sector of the human mind 
has done anything like such a big 
jump as it is commonly reputed to 
have done; nor the American. As for 
the British, it is, so to speak, trying 
to jump with one leg fastened to the 
wrong side of the chasm—it is a 
chasm that now has to be leaped. 

This week, I am handing over to 
another commentator, who takes a 
different view from mine, and thinks 
things easier than I do (particularly 
in the case of Indonesia and India). 

But here is the paragraph with 
which I intended to begin this week’s 


A correspondent wha 
has opportunity to 
Rnow says 


{Tt is too easily forgotten by many 

English pacifists that there was a 
German pacifist and anti-militarist 
movement whose courageous struggle 
against the itide of Nazi-ism and 
nationalism continued right up to the 
time of Hitler’s assumption of office 
in 1933, 

The difficulties facing these brave 
men and women were such as would 
break the stoutest heart. Economic 
disorder, the increasingly impatient 
and unconciliatory mood of the people, 
and the complete absence of any en- 
couragement from the Western Demo- 
cracies presented the apostles of 
reason with an impossible task. With- 
in a few days of the Nazis’ triumph 
their leaders were arrested and the 
organization broken up. The story of 
the following years is familiar enough. 

During this difficult period of the 
late twenties the German movement 
had a flourishing and highly respected 
weekly newspaper, known as “ The 
Other Germany.” Broadly similar to 
our own pre-war Peace News in size 
and content, it was almost the sole in- 
fluential voice against the resurgence 
of militarism. The editor, Fritz 
Kuster, at all events, was deemed by 
the Nazis dangerous enough to be 
among the first on their list of ele- 
ments to be liquidated. He was in 
prison within a few days of the last 
fatal General Election, and spent the 
next five and a half years in various 
concentration camps throughout Ger- 
many. After untiring exertions by 
his fiancée, English friends were able 
to secure his release a year before the 
war broke out. 

I met Fritz Kuster the other day. 
His home in Hanover had been de- 
stroyed in an Allied air raid, and he 


COMPLEXITY AND 


WERE it not for two substantial 

donations the Peace News Fund 
would be in a sorry condition this 
fortnight. One comes from the 
Loughton Group, and is largely com- 
posed of a gift from an anonymous 
reader who has just moved into the 
district: to whom we send our grateful 
thanks. 


I¢ is no more than 1 hazardous opinion: but 
I feel that the slackening of the stream of 
contributions which is felt no less at Head- 


Commentary. It is an example of 
how the French sector of the human 
mind is jumping backwards. 


* 


MPHE action of the French govern- 

ment is obstinately blocking the 
way to a central organization of 
Germany is as short-sighted as it is 
reactionary. It bears the authentic 
impress of de Gaulle’s narrow mind 
—so painfully reminiscent of Poin- 
care. President Truman’s intimation’ 
that he will press for a revision of the 
Potsdam agreement so as to make a 
further exercise of the French veto 
impossible is welcome enough. If the 
abolition of a veto were not an awk- 
ward precedent, we might be reason- 
ably sure that Russia would support 
the American proposal. For the 
French veto blocks the way to a final 
settlement of Russian. reparations. 
The point to be remembered is that 
both USA and Russia want to get out 
of Germany as soon as they can; and 
for this they need some sort of central 
administration in Germany. Britain’s 
motives are different: she has a posi- 
tive interest in saving Germany from 
becoming an “economic slum.” 

Incidentally, the evidence about the 
French zone of occupation is disturb- 
ingly conflicting. While an article in 
The Times (Nov. 30) suggested that 
things were not too bad, General 
Bisenhower revealed in his report that 
in Saarbrucken (which is in the 
French zone) the theoretical ration of 
1,150 calories was “ consistently not 
reached.” 1,150 calories means slow 
starvation. 


SSAVE EUROPE NOW’ 


The Minister for 


Unawareness 


IR W. WAKEFIELD asked the 
Minister of Food if any 
machinery exists whereby persons 
desirous of relinquishing a propor- 
tion of their points in order to 
send food to the starving popula- 
tions vf Europe are enabled to do 
so; and if not, will he make the 
necessary arrangements together 
with appropriate publicity. 

SIR B. SMITH : The answer to 
both parts of the Question is 
“No, Sir.” 

MR. STOKES: Is my right 
hon. Friend aware that public 
opinion in this country is entirely 
opposed to the attitude which he 
is adopting ; that a large meeting 
at the Albert Hall recently pro- 
tested in favour of voluntary 
contributions ? May I have an 
answer to that Question. 

SIR B. SMITH: No, I am not 
aware of it. (Hansard, Nov. 28.) 


.. & Incompatibility 


R. STOKES asked the Finan- 
“"* cial Secretary to the Treasury 
whether he has now agreed to 
permit the sum of £250,000, raised 
by voluntary subscription, to be 
sent to Denmark, thereby enabl- 
ing about 125,000 parcels of food, 
each capable of sustaining an 
adult person for two months, to 
be sent to starving people in 
Europe. 

MR. GLENVIL HALL : No, Sir. 
All available food surpluses in 
Denmark have been allocated by 
the Anglo-American Combined 
Food Board according to the 
needs of the countries concerned, 
including France, Holland and 
Belgium and of BAOR, and my 
right hon. Friend the Minister of 
Food and I are agreed that it 
would be incompatible with those 
allocations to allow exchange to 
private organizations to buy and 
divert these surpluses. (Nov. 26.) 


THE OTHER GERMANY 1S 


STILL FRUSTRATED 


and his wife were starting afresh in 
a dwelling they had been fortunate 
enough to find in another part of the 
town. In a little room, looking out 
across the terrible ruins of this once 
beautiful eity, he and his wife had 
gathered some furniture together, 
and were recovering some few traces 
of the past: copies of their old pacifist 
publications; pacifist and Socialist 
books, the possession of which was for 
so long a criminal offence; photo- 
graphs of those who had disappeared 
with the coming of Hitler. 


Longing for news 


They told me of their experiences 
in the past six years. Of how they 
longed for news of their comrades in 
other lands, of the perpetual fear of 
being arrested and of not living to see 
the better days which they so firmly 
believed would come: of _ their 
moments of horror when their child 
sometimes referred in public to things 
that “the Englishman on the radio” 
had said the night before. They 
suffered, physically, from the raids. 
But throughout this dark time they 
and many like them maintained their 
faith. 

Such people, we must believe, are 
tre hope of Germany. They repre- 
sent the spark of sanity which has 
come through the most evil days their 
country has known. They had long 
prepared themselves for the respon- 
sibility which they knew would fall 
to them with the collapse of Nazism. 
They had planned to revive the news- 
paper and to work ag never before for 


UNDERSTANDING 


quarters than here is largely due to the sense 
that there is, in the actual world-situation, 
no clear line for pacifism to follow. 

But it may well be that to try to understand 
the complexities of the universal crisis of 
humanity is the best we can do. It is surely 
a worthy end in itself. An understanding of 
the necessity of our frustration is the most 
certain way of passing beyond that condition. 

Contributions since Nov. 28: £16 14s. Od. 
Total to date: £6,122 Ts. 7d. 

THE EDITOR. 

Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News, Ltd.. and addresa them to the Accoun- 
tant, Peace News. 3 Blackstock Rd. N-4. 


the cause of international wunder- 


standing. 

* 
YJNFORTUNATELY they have 
© been «somewhat disillusioned. 


They have found, for example, that 
the Nazis have retained their positions 
in the civil administration. In prac- 
tice, therefore,,it is almost as difficult 
to publish a pacifist pamphlet as it 
was two years ago (apart from tke 
shortage of paper). And the British 
authorities, in turn, being interested 
only in maintaining an efficient ad- 
ministrative machine, regard anyone 
likely to cause, by his protests, a slight 
disruption in the machine, not as a 
helpful adviser but as a very unwel- 
come nuisance. Without paper for 
printing, baulked at every turn by 
hostility on the one hand and by an- 
noyance and lack of interest on the 
other, the German pacifists can do 
virtually nothing, at a time when their 
message is so urgently needed to fill 
the mental void which the collapse of 
the National Socialist faith has left. 
I asked Fritz Kuster how he thought 
they would manage for food during 
the winter. And for fuel, as coal will 
be quite unobtainable. He and his 
wife were adamant. They would 
manage all right. On dry bread, if 
need be. But they and the German 
people could not manage without 
paper. Without paper there would be 
mental and spiritual starvation far 
more terrible than physical hunger. 
Somehow, the printed word must 
carry hope to the millions who live in 
the rubble and ruins of Germany. 
That, I find, is the obsession of our 
German friends. They want the en- 
couragement and the friendship of 
their fellow-pacifists abroad. But 
they know that the task of “ re-educat- 
ing” Germany is their task. They 
want the tools, and they want to pay - 
for them. They are straining to get 
on with the job, frustrated as they are 
by the enormous difficulties which 
meet them on all sides. It is surely - 
bur responsibility to help them. Good- 
will is the first step, Practical assist- 
ance is no less urgent a need, It is 
for us to find the means of giving it. 
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THE NEW FASCISM 


[Zt is altogether premature to con- 

clude, as many have done, that the 
political crisis in France is really over. 
De Gaulle has won the first round in 
what will be a dangerous struggle. 
What seems to be shaping itself is a 
significant conflict between his authori- 
tarianism, supported by MRP, and a 
divided Left. 


The difficult question to determine 
is what MRP really represents. The 
Economist (Dec. 1) declares that, like 
its counterparts in Hungary and 
Austria, “ it includes resisters (in the 
limelight) and collaborators (in the 
wings)”. Its description of this im- 
portant aspect of post-war politics 
throughout Europe needs to be quoted. 

‘* At the front of the anti-Fascist stage the 
Christian Democrats or Agrarians stand on 
the Right, the Communists on the Left and 
the Socialista in the Centre. The large mass 
of the ex-Nazis, ex-Fascists, ex-Vichyites and 
ex-collaborators of all sorts are in a sense 
the pays reel. Like the Resistance before 
them, they do not appear in the limelight. 
But they are a very real political factor... 
They have political influence because they are 
entrenched in industry, in the civil service, 
in the Church, in the Army and the police. 
The machinery of public administration is, in 
a sense, the framework of their organization.” 

That amounts to a suggestion that 
a new version of Fascism is being 
prepared in Europe, and that it will 
once again be faced by a divided work- 
ing-class movement. 

This development has gone further 
in Italy, because Italy has been 
liberated longer. The prodigious suc- 
cess of the new weekly paper Uomo 
Qualunque (“The Ordinary Man”) 
with its popular appeal to drop 
“purges ” and parties, shows plainly 
how the wind is blowing. Naturally. 
For the fact, sedulously concealed by 
British war-time propaganda, is that 
authoritarianism was popular on the 
Continent. There was little substan- 
tial opposition to Mussolini’s regime 
in Italy; very little to Hitler’s in Ger- 
many; the great majority of the 
French collaborated. 

Fascism, in short, was not at all 
what it was represented to be—a con- 
spiracy of a few evil men; it was on 
the whole welcomed as a release from 
the stagnation produced by democracy 
that would not work, ,because it was 
paralyzed by the head-on conflict be- 
tween the bourgeoisie and a divided 
working-class. No-one who realized 
the causes of Fascism imagined that 
jt was an ephemeral thing, or is sur- 
prised that the pre-war pattern is re- 
peating itself. “The Ordinary Man” 
on the continent prefers authoritarian- 
ism to democracy that won’t work; 
and, I think, he prefers Fascism to 
Communism. 

Here is visible the nemesis of British 
neutral isolationism and Communist 
violence and opportunism, and _ its 
essentially anti-democratic ethos. 
Communism has thriven for twenty 
years by discrediting, and working 
against Social Democracy: and now, 
more than ever, it follows the Russian 
lead in rejecting those things which 
are essential to democratic socialism— 
above all, a Western democratic 
federation. So, inevitably, it plays 
into the hands of a neo-Fascist like de 
Gaulle. Democracy can, only be 
worked by peaceful and _ tolerant 
parties, in a society where the machine 
of state is really a neutral thing. 
English people do not understand how 
rare are such circumstances, There- 
fore they do not appreciate how diffi- 
cult it is to establish (or re-establish) 
democracy in Europe. 

The new Fascism may turn out to be 
different from the old; it will probably 
abandon its unnecessary dream of an 
anti-Bolshevik crusade, though it will 
be anti-Communist. And it may not 
win. Democracy may revive. But it 
certainly will not revive if Britain 
makes a hash of her experiment in 
democratic socialism, 
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[T was not more than two years ago, 

when the true characteristics of 
fascism were being brought home for 
the first time to a good many of its 


| former supporters, that we were hear- 


| ing it confidently reiterated that paci- 
| fism could have no conceivable future 
for the intelligent or the politically 
relevant individual, I bave a feeling 
that sinee the events of August last, 
we shall hear that remark with de- 
creasing frequency. 

The atomic bomb is not different in 


kind or in result from the other 
weapons and methods of war which 
characterise contemporary society, but 
it has sharpened and kindled the 
awareness of a large section of the 
public to the nature and historical con- 
sequences of those weapons and 
methods. The conclusions of anti- 
militarist thought have ceased to be 
personal theories—they have become 
the subject of normal street-discus- 
sion. It seems to me that the political 
pacifists are the only people who 
emerge from the present war vindi- 
cated wholly and in detail. Political 
prophets must be judged by the accur- 
acy of their predictions—there is no 
other standard that one can reason- 
ably apply. And the outcome of the 
second World War has confounded 
every one of its political advocates, 
and signally justified the predictions 
of its political opponents. 


Allies’ disgrace 

The democratic Allies have dis- 
graced themselves more completely in 
the sight of historical libertarianism 
than any coalition which ever uttered 
a pretension or broke a promise. They 
have debauched public opinion, they 
rave reduced indiscriminate bombard- 
ment to an art in which one bomb can 
destroy more persons than passed in 
ten years through the Fascist prison 
camps—they have debased the cur- 
rency of humanity to a level lower 
than that of the Fascists themselves, 
because they have debased it in the 
name of human liberation. Fascism 
was the conscious and voluntary adop- 
tion of an irrationalism which lies at 
the root of all irresponsible societies, 
and the practice of that irrationalism 
in the field of public ethics is no less 


( 


An Anarehist View 


Tha political relevance 
of pacifism 
by ALEX COME ORT 


inevitable because we choose to repu- 
diate it. The savagery of the Japan- 
ese in their treatment of prisoners 
was less serious as a social phenome- 
non than the savagery iof our own 
civilian massacres in Japan and Ger- 
many, for if the first was the ethical 
product of the zoo, the second was, 
like Maidenek and Belsen, the ethical 
product of the mental hospital. 

The confusion of the war’s progressive 
apologists was completed in the fact that the 
final and most cynical act of irresponsibility 
occurred in the Far Eastern War. To anti- 
militarists of all kinds the Western war was 
at least equivocal in its morality—the foul- 
ness of Fascism was not in dispute. But the 
war againet Japan had not even the equivocal 
factor of an ideological background. It was 
an imperialist war without a single redeeming 
feature. The troops against which it was 
fought are now disarming recalcitrant popu- 
lations in the combat zone. Yet this was the 
journey which we were to accept because 
along it lay the road te international amity, 
because the individual was powerless against 
the resources of the total state unless he 
were prepared to rely on military liberation, 
hecause even if we were walking on corpses 
we were walking to a responsible conception 
of statesmanship. ss 

Every one of those predictions was 
false. We are confronted with a 
situation more menacing than that of 
1938, with a Europe divided between 
mendacious and irresponsible gangs, 
with injustice which differs only from 
the injustice of the Nazis in that it is 
done in our name, with the knowledge 
that the conception of the repressive 
state must be fought over again, by 
those individual teckmiques and that 
individual disobedience which alone 
have succeeded in the war years in 
achieving results that were not self- 
cancelling. We have seen the collapse 
of the moral pretensions of this coun- 
try, in the massacre of Europe’s 
civilians, of America in the pronounce- 
ments of its tycoon-politicians and in 
the Atom Bomb, of Russia in the be- 


trayal of libertarian Socialism which 
is dismaying even her warmest sup- 
porters. The bistorical vindication of 
the pacifist case could mot be more 
complete under laboratory conditions. 


It has been ably argued from these facts 
that since the accessions of technical power 
which the last 40 years have placed in the 
hands of the state, and the tremendous com- 
plexity of these resources, resistance to 
authority has ceased to be possible. George 
Orwell in particular has drawn attention to 
the relation between democratic ages and 
democratic weapons, casily-made and easily 
mastered, and fears a stable and irresistible 
system of tyrannies, founded on nuclear energy 
and atomic weapons. But it has been the 
contention of political pacifism that at the 
practical level war has long ceased to be 
effective as a revolutionary force, hecause of 
the concentration of power into the hands 
of the established powers. 


Relative futility 


Yet the essence of these new weapons is 
their lack of ideological character and their 
relative futility against individual recalei- 
trance. The record of the European resistance 
movements has proved abundantly that the 
weapons of authority against disobedience now 
are precisely what they were under Nebu- 
chadnezzar or Nero—terrorism, propaganda, 
police repression, mass execution. In the 
presence of the atom-bomb no armed revolu- 
tion can succeed, Yet the very complexity of 
these weapons and of the society which pro- 
duces them makes that society more vu)ner- 
able to individual resistance than any which 
has gone before. Faced with the threat of 
modern war, the only community capable of 
resisting military force will be that which 
cannot be absorbed or overawed because of 
the individual disobedience of its members. 


The political relevance of pacifism has never 
stood higher, if we wish it. It can forfeit 
that relevance only if it is betrayed into barter- 
ing acquiescence for toleration—into putting 
itself into prison and guarding itself aa the 
price of individual exemption, as certain 
American pacifist bodies seem to have done. 
Political pacifism must move from objection, 
which is apolitic, into resistance—it ia not 
enough to argue with tyranny for recognition, 
it must be steadily and honestly defied. The 
liberal tradition of Europe rests without 
exaggeration in the hands of those who are 
ready to resist war and conscription, and 
every invasion of the rights and responsibilities 
of man. We are the sole revolutionary. move- 
ment which does not carry in itself the seeds 
of post-revolutionary tyranny. The PPU with 
its pledge of individual refusal may have 
made mistakes, and I have attacked in the 
past what I conceived to be Jits mistakes, but 
upon some such withdrawal of support, among 
minorities such as scientists or as a majority 
movement of resistance, depends the future 
defeat of barbarism everywhere. 


LETTERS 


Human realities 

WE wish to associate ourselves with 
the views expressed by Reg 
Reynolds in his article: “The greatest 
of these” (Nov. 23). We consider 
that much of the so-called peace feel- 
ing in this country and even much 
so-called pacifism is extremely super- 
ficial. The widespread self-righteous- 
ness about the origins of the war: the 
attitude that we are not responsible 
for Europe’s suffering because “ we 
didn’t begin it,” not only shows a lack 
of knowledge of the facts but a 
terrible absence of imaginative sym- 
pathy. The fact that there has been 
no greater protest against the pro- 
posed extra Christmas rations points 
the same moral, 


Politics is concerned with power 
and spoils. We must concern our- 
selves with human realities, beginning 
at home. President Truman has just 


expressed to Mr. Attlee his admiration 
of the wonderful continuity of British 
foreign policy. Could there be a more 
damning condemnation? Plus ¢a 
change, plus ¢c’est la méme chose. 


HAROLD and ELIZABETH BING. 
“ Hollyside,” Brockweir, 


Nr. Chepstow, Mon. 
Unsweetened observation 


| May I plead thai Observer will not allow 
himself to be intimidated by the silly criticism 
directed against him. Recently he seems to 
have softened up in such a way as looks sus- 
piciously like it. With due respect to the 
difficulty of satisfying the heterogenous ele- 
ments of ‘ pacifism.” there is surely no need 
to devote so much of the paper to the sentimen- 
talists who want their politics sugar-coated. 

There are many of us who look to Observer 
and the Leader articles to give us the real. 
istic comments and conclusions of a trained 
analytical mind. There seems to be no lack 
of Peace News writers who proffer ‘‘ mother's 
milk” for those who want it, but it -is sad 
to see a political commentary offering it. 
Observer’s job, surely, is to shew us that 
*‘constructive action”? will be effective only 
when it coincides with a knowledge of factual 
conditions. Let us have the truth about poli- 
tics. Observer, and those who don't like the 
“gloom” of realism, can remain in slumber- 
land. Only sleepers dream! 

FREDRICK LOHR. 
170 Westbourne Terrace, W.2. 


Russian bargain 


In my opinion the defeat of Germany made 
the triumph of Russian Communism _inevit- 
able. The Parliamentary debate of Nov. 22 
was an attempt to sweep back the seas. 
Nothing can be done now except to declare 
war on Russia, which is a physica] impoassi- 
bility for this country at least. 

Therefore why not try to understand the 
new Colossus ? Why not try to lighten the 


blow ? J approach the problem thus. I would 
try to strike a bargain with Russia in order 
to secure the Western block. In Observer's 
opinion there is no possible bargain. In other 
words. Russia is insatiable. If this is so, then 
Spengler was right. and the West is finished, 
but even against logic I would still hope. 

Russia knows what she wants. She has sea- 
hunger, hence the Persian business. Britons 
talk about a United States of Europe, but 
this Xmas will have increased rations whilst 
Europe starves. We have high purposes, and 
our actions contradict them; and the real 
trouble is muddle-headed thinking here, 
amongst people who do not yet realise what 
sacrifices a United States of Europe would 
entail, 

In _my opinion those people are the reat 
enemies. The Russians are the Nemesis that 
follows on muddled morality. 


A. E. SOUTH. 
107 Horton Grange Road, 


Bradford, Yorks. 

Observer writes: *‘I do not hold that there 
is no possible bargain with Russia; and I think 
such a bargain is extremely difficult so long 
as Russia refuses to state her terms.” 


Why -not gas-chambers ? 


Would it not be more humane if the Allied 
Command in Centra] Europe were to erect 


a number of large gas-chambers and place 
hundreda of thousands of children in these — 
rather than let them die slowly and in a more 
painful fashion by hunger ? 

Assuming that they must die, of course! 
And as the possible available foodstocks—- 
such as large quantities of cattle in Denmark 
and immense stocks in the USA—are being 
held back, we are driven to assume that there 
13 little serious intention of saving these 
children. 

Public opinion ? But why should people 
object to the use of the more humane method ? 


DOCTOR. 
(Name withheld.) 


Insanity on the land 


The naivete of Mr. Richards’ remarks con- 

cerning the relief of COs at the prospect of 
release from land work suggests the role of 
contented farmer or happy convert. There 
are other categories of land workers. As one 
of these, 1 would suggest the following reasons 
for turning our backs to the Jand. 
_ QQ) That sincerity in advocating food relief 
is not to be judged by the manual labour of 
the advocate. Otherwise the Archbishop of 
York and Victor Gollanez would leave the 
Church and the Press and adapt themselves to 
swede-bashing. 

(2) That the success of COs at land work 
has resulted from duty and _ determination 
rather than aptitude and suitability. The 
majority are unfitted mentally and physically 
for it, and their output is now becoming 
affected by the waste of spirit and sense of 
frustration. 

(3) That there are other reconstructive 
needs, and a sense of proportion is necessary. 
My previous position was the result of five 
years full-time study. 1 can train a replace- 
ment for my present job in under a week. 

(4) That the prospect of release offers an 
alternative to insanity. Perhaps this is 
peculiar to me—but J] doubt it. 

CEDRIC R. AUSTIN. 
363 Hatfield Road, St. Albans. 


(More letters on back page) 


HOUSMAN’S 


Open 10-6; Monday to Saturday 


If you are a member of the 
P.P.U. then your bookshop is 


HOUSMANS 


BOOKS OF ALL SORTS 
BOOK TOKENS 


ADELPHI = -N.P.C. PUBLICATIONS 
Place your order NOW 


124 SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, W.1. 


Please note our only address 
C. A. BROCK & Co. Ltd. 
79 SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON, W.10. 


For all Printing & 
Stationery 


PROBLEM 
FAMILIES 


The full story of a pioneer 
venture in pacifist service 


Illustrated 
Post 2/9d Free 


PACIFIST SERVICE UNITS 
6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.I, | 


istmas Cards 
xk kw * 


kkk wk ok 


Drawing and illum‘nated 
quotation cards by 
THOMAS B. PITFIELD 
3d. each 


Four colour woodcut by 


M. G. TURBERVILLE 
4d. each 


ORDER FROM THE P PU 
6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 
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P.P.U. London Area organiser 


writes from the 


VY HEN the Development Secretary 
M called on me to write this 


One pacifist’ takes stock 
HEART OF THINGS) by JOHN CHAPMAN 


VY HEN VJ day had come and gone 
and World-War No. 2 was finally 


column he asked for a photograph to j over, I found myself preoccupied with 


accompany it. 
graphed—my shaving-mirror knows 
why—and all I could offer was a por- 
trait taken ten years ago and judged 
not to fit the present requirements. 
This, I thought, was not altogether 
mappropriate; for the diagnosis I 
would make after my three months’ 


I am rarely photo- | two vital questions. 


work as London Area Organizer, is | 


that many groups, many individual 
members, have not a sufficiently clear 
idea that what the PPU was trying to 
do a few years ago does not fit the 
situation now. In my judgment the 
prime task of our Union is to adapt 
itself—speedily—to the “new situa- 
tion’ which we all talk about ghbly. 

I feel that we in the London Area 
—and I hope our provincial friends 
will not object too violently to this— 
can and should make a particularly 
significant contribution to the job 
which the PPU has to tackle. This 
does not mean that we are a specially 
important area; it just means that we 
ought to shoulder a larger share of 
the responsibility. 

And this for purely physical reasons 
—not spiritual ones: there is, alas, 
no indication that the spirit and faith 
of London Area is any greater than 
in other Areas. But we are, inevitably, 
more closely-linked with Head- 
quarters; and London itself is the 
centre of Government and, rightly or 
wrongly, “the heart of things.” In 
membership, too, we are the largest 
Area. It is for these reasons that it 
seems clear to me that we ought—only 
in the sense of work done—to take the 
lead. 

The difficulty about this is that it 
acts both ways, and a failure would 
inevitably be as resounding as would 
a success. What I ask at this stage 
in my job is this: Is the London Area 
failing ? The best answer I can 
honestly give is that I think it is 
doing so only in the same degree that 
the Union generally is failing—with 
the proviso that we may be worse only 
because we could be so much better. 
But on the whole I think we are stir- 
ring, and London Area may yet “ set 
up a mark of everlasting light.” 

ROGER PAGE. 
Bi et Aa ele i lil lr lr le ip > Ae: Ail + Rl Al ll ly 


~““«T RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL 
NEVER SUPPORT OR’ SANCTION 
ANOTHER.” 

Thia pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 

Further information from: General 
Secretary, PPU, Dick Sheppard House, 
Endaleigh St., London, W.C.L. 


The new South Wembley PPU Group will 
meet on Tuesdays at 8 p.m. at 280 Ealing 
Road, Alperton (over hairdressers, side en- 
trance). Communications to the secretary at 
that. address. Buses 46. 79 and 83 paes the 
door, and Alperton station is 50 yards from 
the address. 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


é nday | Presents 
LATEST TIME for copy Be ui fancy border Is. 3d. 


before publication. 


They are simple, 
and many others beside pacifists are 
probably asking them; yet they are in- 
finitely difficult to answer sincerely 
and decide honestly. The first is 
“ What have I learned from my war- 
iime experiences?” And the second 
is “ How am I going to make use of 
that knowledge.” 


They would have been insistent 
enough, in any case. But somehow 
the advent of the atom bomb seems to 
have given them fresh urgency—be- 
cause a new chapter in human destiny 
is opening, to which each one of us 
must contribute, in however small a 
way. Before I plan my contribution, 
I must go back over the last chapter. 
It is easy to see that it was a sorry 
mess, and tempting to disclaim al] 
responsibility for its authorship. But 
there was one sentence in that chapter 
which was my own work. Was it well 
or badly written? And can I do better 
next time? 

FOUR LESSONS 

In order to answer these questions I recall 
my position in 1939. I had been a pacifist 
then for eight years and an enthusiastic sup- 


porter of the PPU from its inception. I had 
signed petitions, joined in poster parades, sold 


literature, attended : study circles, organized 
meetings. My pacifism was an absorbing 
hobby. Then came the war and after a year 


my job disappeared. The succeeding five years 
have been spent, for good or ill, in the milieu 
of pacifist eommunity groups. What have 
those five years taught me ? 

First, that my pre-war pacifism was a 
shallow, incomplete doctrinnaire theory which 
revealed its inadequacy as soon as it was put 
to a practical test. ‘‘ Love in practice is a 
terrible thing compared with love in dreams ” 
wrote Dostoievsky. The same applies to paci- 
fism, as many who have experienced community 
life can testify. 

Secondly, that my real task as a pacifist 
(hardly, as yet begun) is te discover and share 
with others a full and complete life which is 
basically sane and wholesome, and leads to 
harmony rather than discussion. So far my 
sincerest efforts have failed dismally; and 
until 1 can show some measure of achieve- 
ment, I shal] feel unfit to preach pacifism to 
others. 

Thirdly, that one requirement of this 
“whole”? life is the provision of free scope 
for the exercise of man's natural creativeness. 
Personal experience has shown me that unless 
1 find fulfilment in creative work and service, 
I become the prey of demonic urges: when 
frustrated, the dark side of my nature asserts 
itself and has brought me to the brink of 
disintegration and. self-destruction. This. I 
believe, is one aspect of the tragedy of 20th 
century man, 

Fourthly—a personal confession—that I can 
find only one solid foundation on which to 
huild my life. my work and my relationships 
with others: that is. belief in Jesus Christ. 
both the Man and His Gospel. The attempt 
to find an exclusively rational basis for 
human relationships has failed, as far as I am 
coneerned. The solution, for me, lies at a 
much deeper Jevel of consciousness where unity 
and charity are felt as a Faith rather than 
grasped at as a theory. Without the ¢lean- 
sing humility and the divine inspiration of 
the Spirit of Christ. I] know that I shall be 
condemned to build endless Towers of Babel; 
and that way madness lies. Here is the other 
aspect of modern man's tragedy. 

Such. in bareet outline, are the lessons of 


WAR RESISTERS’ 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS |x; 


my war-time pacifism. Now for the secgnd, 


and more difficult question: how am I going 
to act upon these conclusions ? 
To begin with, TI shall need a_ period of 


withdrawal and reflection, to enable me to 
reorientate my mind, and to clear it of much 


lumber which still impedes decisive action. 
There must needs be a break with the past, 
both actual and symboiic, before I can set 


my face in a new direction; and I must digest 
the implications of past failures befsre I can 
begin to build again. But when that period is 
over, I shall try io find new associares with 
whom I can share a community life based on 
firmer and more endearing foundations. I 
have failed more than once already and shall 
probably fail again; but with every failure 
there comes a deeper insight into the secret 
of life and growth, and a stronger conviction 
of God’s love and mercy. In the life and 
death of Christ lies the solution to our human 
perplexities: Christianity is, for me, the only 
possible answer to the atum-bomb. 


DONALD PORT 


Donald Port, National Development 
Officer, has left the staff of PPU. He 
informed the Development Committee 
in September of his intention to do 
this. The Committee accepted his 
resignation with extreme regret and 
recorded its deep appreciation of 
Donald’s able and untiring work as 
Development Secretary and on behalf 
of the Movement in general. 


He leaves with the goodwill of the staff and 
of the members of Development Committee, 
and with the good wishes of the many friends 
he has made in his travels and correspondence 
throughout the country, He has worked with- 
out reservation of his energy and resources 
and the PPU owes him a great deal not only 
for his service in the last two years on Head 
Office staff but for his former work for the 


Londen Area, and his voluntary work jin 
between the two periods in office. It is 
gratifying to know that his leaving the 


Union's employment does not mean an end 
to his work for it, or any diminution in his 
concern for the things the Union stands for. 

His resignation was offered for purely, per- 
sonal reasons and has no policy implications. 
He takes with him the best wishes of all his 
friends for his future progress and happiness. 


F. D. D. 
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Dr. D. A. CROW 


We regret to announce the death of 
Dr. D. A. Crow, of Hove. He was 
found dead in bed on November 8, 
having left a note for the Coroner 
saying that he could no longer endure 
his depression and had injected a 
strong dose of morphia into his 
system, 


| PRR. CROW was active in the pacifist 


mevelment before the War, and 
won the respect and admiration of all 
who came in contact with him for his 
deep earnestness and understanding 
sympathy. He spoke at many meet- 
ings in Sussex and elsewhere and 
wrote “ The Faith of a Pacifist Sur- 
geon ” (1938) and other books includ- 
ing a critical accoufit of Soviet Russia 
following a visit there. 


As a brilliant throat and = ear 
specialist, he was very much over- 
worked. So scrupulous was he about 


not profiting by the War, that he re- 
fused all fees for treatment given to 


men and women of the Services, 

His sensitive nature felt the outbreak of 
hostilities keenly, and the apparent futility of 
the War undoubtedly contributed to his death. 
While maintaining, during the War, his faith 
in Pacifism, he did not feel he could continue 
active propaganda, but his witness for Peace 
will be long remembered by grateful members 
of the PPU and FoR in Sussex, who deplore 
the loss of a great man. 

Cc. E. T. 


WILLIAM HUNTER 


The recent death of William Hunter, JP, 
at his home at Herne Hill, removes one of 
the most devoted and beloved men from the 
pacifist ranks, While, especially of later 
years hia work in Lambeth, as councillor. 
alderman and mayor has absorbed most of 
his time and activity, Mr. Hunter's first 
loyalty wae ever to the cause of International 
Peace. 

One of the first members of the No Con- 
scription Fellowship, the No More War Move- 
ment, the Peace Pledge Union and the Pacifist 
Church, Mr. Hunter served them all with 
untiring zeal and loyalty. 


Who gives thanks ? 


JTNRRA’s operations are 

“grinding to a_ standstill” 
because of lack of funds, Mr. 
Herbert H, Lehman, Director 
General of UNRRA, said today in 
a Thanksgiving Day broadcast 
address. 

He stated that Congressional 
delay in authorizing the appropri- 
ation of £137,500,000, decided 
upon twenty months ago, “has 
added to the suffering of innocent 
war victims in Europe and Asia.” 
The urgency was so great that 
half the amount would he used 
within a week after authorization. 

He declared, however, that even 
with this appropriation UNRRA’s 
activities would have to cease 
by the middie of next Febru- 
ary unless Congress promptly 


International 


CHRISTMAS SOCIAL, Bazaar and 


authorized the additional 
United States’ contribution of 
£337,500,000 requested by Presi- 
dent Truman. 

“One ton of supplies shipped 
today will achieve immeasurably 
more than five tons shipped six 
months from now, after famine 
and disease have got out of 
control,” Mr. Lehman added. 
“This month, the month in which 
we celebrate Thanksgiving in 
America, 10,000 people in War- 
saw alone will die of starvation 
and disease. It is not pleasant as 
we sit down to our dinners to 
know that millions of disease- 
carrying rats are feeding on 
corpses lying beneath the un- 
eleared ruins of Warsaw; nat 
pleasant but tragically true.” 

—Associated Press, Nov. 22. 


SIGNWRITER WANTED few days 


welcome gifts of foreign|Concert following above, 6 p.m.| work Littlehampton area. Travelling 
stamps for subsequent sale on beha!f|Congregational Hall, Lordship Lane,| exps. paid. Gibson, ‘“ Stanbrook,"’ 
of W.R.I. funds. Any auch gifts{nearly opp. Wood Green Under- 


Is, 6d. plain with 


Pstge. extra. 


each: 


2 Bao $ = received with gratitude. Pl. send to] ground. 
NOVELTY FACE clothe tor Xmas/iy. War Resisters’ International, 11 
Abbey Rd., Enfield. 


Barnet Concert Party, ete. 
invited. 


Littlehampton Rd., Ferring. Suasex. 


Dr. Belden, Runham Brown, == “as S 
John Barclay, Housman's Bookshop, 
Everyone 


SITUATIONS and WORK WANTED 


TERMS: Cash with order. 2d. per 
word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. 
extra). Please don’t send stamps in 
payment, except for odd pence. 
Maximum. length: 50 worda. Address 
tor Box No. replies: Peace News, 8 
Glackstock Rd., N.4. 

When corresponding with PN about 
an advertisement, quote its first 
words, classification, and date. 

We reserve the right to hold over 
advertisements and to limit the fre 
quency of continuing advertisements. 
eee 

ACCOMMODATION 


ACMDTN. REQUIRED in N. 
London from Jan. 1 by C.0. Apply 


Blox 216. 
XMAS IN lovely Devon valley nr. 


sea, special terms, 12s. 6d. day. 

ers Gara Mill, Slapton, Kings- 
bridge. 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 

form Vegetarian fuse pares for 

holidays or restful recupera- 

Be an modern comforts. A. and K. 


Ss. Ludlow. The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
lock (Station: Ambergate: Tel. 
Smbergate 44) - 
EDUCATIONAL 
BROOKHOUSE SCHOOL, Felix- 


stowe. Boys from 7 yrs. accepted and 
trained to Schoo] Certificate Stan- 
dard. Bracing air, good food, happy 
Christian fellowship. Inclusive trms. 


490 per year. 


SPEAKING AND WRITING 
leasons (correapndnee. or visit) 6s.: 
classes 1s. 6d. Diffident, nervous, 


and hesitant people apecially helped, 
also atammerers. Dorothy Matthews. 
B.A.. 32 Primrose Hill Rd. London. 
M.W.3. PRImrose 5686. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


MECCANO OR _ other suitable 
present for boy of 9 wanted. Parties. 
Please to Landworker, Arnewood 


House, Sway, Hants. 


Box 217. 
ADVERTISER EMBARASSED by 


condtns. offers amazing values an 
brushes (supplied friendly manufac- 
turer). 6in. white-wash brush 9s. 6d., 
4in. 5s. 6d... Hair hroam Qs. 6d. 
Cocoa 6s. 6d. Farmers ex. large 
7s. 11d. Carpet brush 4s. 6d. Cash 
with order. Over 10s. post free. 
s.a.e. list. D. Martin, Caravan, 
Farndon-fields, Newark, Notts, 


TYPEWRITER FOR sale Yost No. 


20. standard keyboard, tubulater. 
£15. Willson. &4 Rosehery Gdne., 
London, N.A. 


SUPER GRADE Strawberry plants 
Jast year’s runners per 100, 26s.; 50. 
14s.; 25. %. 6d.; 12, 49.: carr. pd. 
Haines Bros., Margaret Manor, 
Doddington. Kent. 

“BURELS™ Cycle Makers, 797 
Old Kent Rd., S.E.15. We have a 
variety of Ladies’ and Gents’ cycles 
from £9 17s. 4d. *< Speciality ” 


speedy frame repairs. ‘Phone: New 
Cross 4129. 

LAMB BRAND Typewriter Rib- 
bons, clean, clear, enduring. All 


correctly apooled. 30s. Od. doz., 18s. 
6d. six, 10s. Od. three, 38. 6d. each, 
pstge. pd. Please remember to name 
models, colours, ‘Peace News.” 
Martin Hardman, 15 Prospect Plee., 
Preston. 

“ BATLEY ” STANDARDIZED 
All-concrete Reinforced Sectional 
Sheds. one width only, 104 ft., suit- 
able for farmers, gardeners, wark- 
shops, etc. One 10% x 104 x 7 ft. 
high costs £43 14s. Od., larger sizes 
in proportion. Inspection invited. 
Batley & Co., Stockport. 

STAMP COLLECTORS. ‘The Aas- 
gard” detector will find the most 
obscure Watermarks. Sent on ap- 
proval, money refunded in full if 
dissatisfied. Send P.O. 8a. inclusive 
of packing, pet. free {Trade enqus. 
invited). D.C.A., 9 High St.. Barn- 
staple. 


LITERATURE, &c. 


“ SATANIC HUNS and Red 
Saints ?’" asks Our Correspondent 
in Germany in ‘‘ Un-Common Sense,” 
29. *“‘ Peace 2 You've Had It!” 
(Cyril Hughes). ‘‘ What Price Vic- 
tory 2?” (H. J. Dale). Constructive 
Political Commentary. Poetry (Ronald 
Malione, Geoffrey Johnson). Tilus- 


trated. 4d. (pstge. 1d.). 30 Darby 
Rd., Oldbury. Or W. H. Smith's. 
QUAKERISM. Information and 
literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Committee, 


Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, 
N.W.1. 


MEETINGS, &c. 


A_CHRISTMAS Sale will be held 
at Toc H London Centre, Greek- St., 
W.1. on Sat., Dec. 15 at 2.30 p.m. in 
aid of the IE.V.S.P. London Group 
Foreign Service Appeal. Please send 


gifts to Pat Pearce, 34 Glenhurst 
Ave., N.W.5. 

LONDON FORUM. Public Lec- 
ture. Melville Chaning-Pearce on 


“The Universal Church.” Alliance 
Hall. Palmer St., Westminster, Dec. 
10, 7.30 p.m. 


KINGSWAY HALL, Sat.. Dec. 15 


at 7. G. D. Cunningham (music by 
Bach, Liszt, Mozart, Widor, etc.), 
Vera Kantrovitch, Lilly Phillips, 


Jean Mackie ({Brahms’ Trio op. 87), 


Doris Mudge (piano) and Edith 
Lewin (soprano). Tickets 2s. unres.: 
Rox office, Kingsway Hall, W.C.2. 


Proceeds to Social Work of W. Lon- 
don Mission. 

_NORTH LONDON’S great Open- 
air Rally “ Avert Europe's Tragedy.” 
Dr. Belden, Sybil Morrison, John 
Barclay. 3 p.m. This Sat., Spouters’ 
Corner opp. Wood Green Under- 
ground. 


FREDRICK 
Fri. evening at 
Hall, Palmer _ St.) 


PERSONAL 


THE FELLOWSHIP of the Open 
Door welcome to a lovely old Cots- 
wold hse. guests seeking a solution 
to post-war problems. Finlayson, 
Steanbridge, Nr. Stroud. Tel.: Pains- 
wick 2312. 

MAN AT present in Navy and 
stationed in Far Eaat desires corres. 
with another man. View to forming 
friendship on his return to England 
probably in Jan. Write fully. Box 
215. 

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS ? Why 
not make it a subscription to Peace 
News! Three months’ trial for new 
readers only 2s. Send your greeting 
ecards to be enclosed with first copy. 

FRIENDSHIPS CONFIDENTIALLY 
formed. For partics. send s.a.e. to 
Friendship Bureau, 55 Lynwood 
Drive, Romford, Essex. 

CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE 
CLUB. A aatisfactory medium for 
those desiring congenial pen-friend- 
ships. Parties., stamp, Sec., PN. 19 

Ty Fry Gdns., Rumney, Cardiff. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 

We cannot confirm satisfactory 
conditions of employment in all posts 
advertised. Applications in doubt are 
recommended to conanit the Central 
Board for COs, 6 Endsleigh St., 
W.C.1., which will often be able to 
give useful advice, 

HIGH-CLASS __ Vegetarian Cafe 
requs. lady (C.O.) to assist waiting 
and sales. Deborah, 142, Frimley 
Rd., Camberley. (Phone: 891.) 

WANTED. Woman and man for 
Christian Educational and Social 
work. Residential, long hours, hard 


LOHR spks. every 


7.15, the Alliance 
Westminster. 


work, smal] pay, interesting oppor- 
tunities, international links. Apply: 
Lester, Kingsley Hall, Bow, E.3. 


Advance 2532. 


WARDENSHIP WANTED. Woman 
(middle aged) edueated, interested 
eare of aged people, experienced Hos- 
tel routine. Box 214. 


TYPEWRITING MSS. 1s. 2d. 


1,000 words carbons 2d. extra. Other 
work undertaken. Accurate and 
prompt. Marjorie Mardell, 24, Roe- 
dean Av., Enfield, Middx. 
MISCELLANEOUS 
READ THE BIBLE through in a 


year. The Open Bible, The Light of 
the World: A Tabernacle of the Sun 
in the Intellectual and Spiritual 
Spheres (Psalm 19). Tables by post 
id.—method of study profitable and 
interesting (20 mins. daily)—from 
Mr. Viner Hall, The Institute, Wes- 
ton-super-Mare. 


CUT THIS out. For your aocial. 
hse. or Sunday schoo] party engage 
The Magical Entertainer, Victor 
Warner, 36. Arden Rd., Birchfields. 
Birmingham, 6. 

JOHN SNOW psychologist. Child 
guidance, vocationa] guidance. Con- 
sultations by apnt. 14 Lamb's Close, 
N.9. (Phone: Tottenham 2522.) 

NATURE CURE—Psychological & 
Drugless Treatment of Disease by 
Reginald Bailey, Psychiatrist, Nerve- 
Specialist and Bates Practitioner 
(eyesight corrected by natural 
methods); Daisy E. Bailey, Specialist 
in Women’s ailments and Children’s 
complaints; Reg. J. Bailey, Osteo- 
path, Naturopath. Consultation by 
appt.—l34 Hoppers Rd., Winchmore 
Hill. N.21. Palmers. Green 7868. 

ACCOUNTANT C.O. writes up 
tradere bks.; attends to all Income 
Tax matters: company formation: 
audita and costing. Pt«vincial clients 
visited without obliga:ion. Box 96. 

INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
aington. Lectures every Tuesday, 7 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine accia! intro- 
ductions. Consultations all problems. 
Western 8935. 
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ea, and that Hurley’s policy has 
further endangered the relations of 
the USA and the USSR. 

And now Gen. Hurley has gone be- 
cause his Government refuses to take 
an even stronger line against the Reds. 
His going might have been the signal 
for a reconciliation between America 
and Russia in the Far East. But it 
was not. An equivocal policy has 
succeeded a hostile one. There is 
no sign of that frankness for which 
Mr. Bevin has called. 


Anti-Communism and peace 


THE career of General Hurley should 
be a warning to the pacifist. He 
is a man who hag carried his disap- 
proval of Communism to the point of 
provoking war. Pacifists also disap- 
prove of Communism—none more 
strongly than I—but our job is to 
make peace. And making peace in 
the world today means making peace 
between Communist Russia and the 
anti-Communist West. 

At the level of Power Politics Russia 
nowadays is probably “ in the wrong” 
more often than not, and it is very 
easy to direct our surplus moral in- 
dignation towards Moscow over such 
dirty work as that now in progress in 
Persia. But when we consider the 
history of Power Politics, it is clear 
enough that any nation which plays 
this game is wrong at some time or 
other, and just because Britain’s sins 
belong to the past and America’s in- 
timidation has been done with the 
greasy palm rather than the clenched 
fist, we are not really in a position to 
throw any stones. 

The way to disarm Russia is to 
make her feel that she is safe. In 
other words, to disarm ourselves. I 
cannot see why we do not. In an 
atom war little England would cer- 
tainly be blasted out of existence, 
while great America and great 
Russia alone would have a hope of 
survival. So we have a utilitarian as 
well as a moral reason for starting a 
disarmament race. If America and 
Russia did not follow our example, we 
should have lost nothing. If they did 
follow suit, then peace would at last be 
secure. Fifteen years ago Russia was 
ready for total disarmament; a bold 
stroke on Britain’s part might bring 
her back to that frame of mind. 


Imperial problems 


[MPERIAL responsibilities suggest 

that some sort of police force is 
still needed, even if Britain did shed 
her armour of total war. British 
bayonets keep an uncertain peace be- 
tween Zionist gangsters and Arab 
nationalists in Palestine, and between 
the political factions in Greece and 
Italy. But the sort of “ peace” we 
are trying to uphold by military force 
in India and Indonesia is not worth 
having. The Indonesians want to be 
rid of the Dutch; there is no doubt 
that their own Republic has over- 
whelming popular support. 

We should tell the Dutch to keep 
out of Indonesia, and perhaps offer 
them a share in the control of India 
as an alternative imperial employ- 
ment. India is certainly too ticklish a 
problem for one Power to solve. I 
wish we could hand over India to a 
single representative nationalist 
movement, and withdraw. But the 
internal dissensions in India make this 
impossible. My feeling is that a 
United Nations Commission should be 
set up to police India until Congress 
and the Moslem League and the other 
parties can agree to a Constitutional 
formula, 


Basis for Austria 

MY disappointment, as a Socialist, 
4"* in the failure of the Socialist 
Party to secure a majority vote in the 
Austrian election was mitigated by 
the observation that a sound basis for 
two-party democracy has emerged. 
Unlike the French, the Austrians 
have given scant attention to the 
Communists. The Catholics headed 
the poll with 86 seats; the Socialists 
won 76, the Communists four. In 
Austria the CP was not able to cash 
in on any Resistance glamour, and 
this accounts no doubt for their get- 
ting so few seats. A coalition Gov- 
ernment has been formed, with excel- 
lent personnel. I know Austria better 
than most European countries, and I 
should like to see her lead Central 
Europe back to democracy. Czecho- 
slovakia, in her present delirium of 
Hun-hating and witch-hunting, cannot 
be expected to restore her mora} posi- 
tion for some time. Austria’s chief 
burden at the moment is the presence 


ARE THERE NOT 


1,000 OFFERS FOR 


EUROPE’S DYING CHILDREN? 


To the Editor 

WeE were indeed grateful for the 

space you kindly gave us in 
Peace News for our first appeal for 
Europe’s dying children. We under- 
stand that the Service Secretary (6, 
Endsleigh Street, W.C.1) has had over 
250 offers of hospitality during the 
last three weeks. May we now appeal 
again to your readers. We must have 
very many more offers before the Gov- 
ernment can be approached, Jet alone 
feel really pressed by the rise of pub- 
lic feeling. Cannot we reach the 1,000 
mark before Christmas, so that some 
message of hope can be brought to the 
desperate and despairing? 

There are some 20,000 readers of 
PN. About 50,000 men in this coun- 
try have registered a conscientious 
objection to taking part in a war be- 
tween men and men. How many 
more must there be who have a con- 
scientious objection to allowing child- 
ren to die by the thousand and million 
this winter for reasons that could still 
be prevented! 

Will every mother who reads this 
think it over just for two minutes 
while feeding her own child with a 
carefully prepared meal in a dry, 
warm room? Will every mother who 
by God’s grace is able to do this try 
and imagine doing it out of doors, say 
on a seat in the garden in the wind 
and rain; and then again, sitting on 
the wet grass at the edge of some 
desolate and endless road? Really 
think it out in detail: how different it 
would be from a summer picnic! And 
in the evening stop to think again, 
while you tuck up your children 
warmly and safely in their cots and 
beds after another warm mea]. Think 
of the mothers who have no beds to 
give their children after non-existent 
meals, nothing but the ditches, the 
woods, the open fields, night after 
night, praying only for an end to the 
agony of life. Think it out, and then 
do not wait, but write at once to the 
Service Secretary and say what you 
can spare. A quarter ration of this 
or that, some clothing, if possible a 
bed and some loving care for one of 
these little ones from the roads and 
pla who otherwise will certainly 

ie. 

God, we may remember, knowing 
the human heart very well already 
twenty centuries ago, did not say: 
whatever you do in loving care for 
your own child is done for Me; but in 


rations 


The Immediate Issues Committee of 
the PPU is considering the extra 
Christmas rations which the Minis- 
ter of Food has promised this 
country. 

They have decided that this should 
be the occasion of action related to 
the present European food shortage. 

First, the additional food itself should 
be disposed of in a manner relevant 
to the European situation and our 
own inability to help; 

Second, in London, at least, a public 
demgnstration drawing attention to 
our own fortunate position in com- 
parison with that of our European 
neighbours, will be held. 

More specific advice will be offered in 
the near future. 


Next week : our 6 
page Xmas number 


'INHE issue of Peace News to be pub- 
lished next Friday Dec. 14 will be 
our six-page Christmas number. 

It will contain special articles with 
the appropriate seasonal flavour, in 
addition to all our usual features, 
including the return of Observer’s 
Commentary, 

On the following week the Christmas 
Peace News pamphlet, entitled 
“ Past and Present: a Mescellany for 
1945 ” will be published. The price 
remains at one penny, plus postage, 
to all who do not already take this 
series with their Peace News. 


of more than a million unnecessary 
soldiery from various nations. These 
armies divide the country between 
them, and eat up most that there is to 
eat in this poorest of poor countries. 
German-speaking Austria has never 
been a satisfactory economsc unit, 60 
however admirable her political sys- 


tem she will never prosper until we | 


can build a Federal Eurone. 


His profound understanding of our 
hearts and to remind us, as it were, of 
an altogether better way of living, He 
said: whatever you do for one of the 
least of these is done for Me. Would 
it not perhaps be a great thing for us 
this first peace-time Christmas, while 
the whole world seems still spellbound 
under evil forces, to do some real good 
to God Himself? 


MARK and IRMGARD FITZROY. 


More “Save Europe 
Now”’ meetings 


AS Chnistmas draws near 


i public 
meetings are being planned all 
over the country by groups and com- 
mittees assotciated with the “ Save 
Europe Now ” propaganda, 

The next big meeting in London 
(following ‘the recent Albert Hall de- 
monstration) will be at Friends House, 
Euston, on Monday, December 17, at 
7 p.m., when Dr. Alex Wood will take 
the chair, and the speakers will be 
Victor Gollancz and Vera Brittain. 
This meeting is sponsored by the 
London Area, PPU. 

An emergency meeting will be held on Mon., 
Dec. 10, at 8 p.m. at King’s Hall, Southall, to 
consider immediate action to avert a major 
disaster in Europe today. 

The chair will be taken by the Bishop of 


Stepney, and the speakers wil}! include Victor 
Gollancz and Roy Walker. 


Leicester conference 


Qver 250 people at a Leicester conference 

convened by the National Peace Council and 
WEA held Nov, 24, under the title “ The 
United Nations and World Peace” .passed 
resolutions urging the Government “to con- 
sider further, as an urgent responsibility, the 
relief of human distress in Europe and to 
invite the governments concerned to join in 
effecting a plan for European reconstruction 
by pooling available resources and co-ordinating 
essential services in the interest of al! 
European peoples.” 
_ Britain was asked to declare her readiness, 
in face of the challenge of the atom-bomb, 
to join in a solemn renunciation of all war 
and in the development of a system of world 
government which would supersede the 
sovereign state. 


OTHER LETTERS 
Criminals of peace ? 


Does pacifism mean more than an_ intel- 
lectual way of life and disagreement with our 
more military minded fellows, Christianity 
more than organized religion, and has humanity 
an outward expression ? If so, the whole of 
our energy, our resources and our will should 
be bent on this vital task of ‘Save Europe 
NOW." 

Pacifists search your hearts and clear your 
minds. Peace News lay open the whole of 
your space these next few weeks for the con- 
sistent propaganda of ‘Save Europe NOW.” 
Could you not insert a “cut-out form” for 
completion by those willing to give a warm 
corner by the fire, for some child whose 
pitiful eyes may well question WHY ? 

To Sir Ben Smith in particular and the 
Government. generally I say : “NO Govern- 
ment has the moral right to refuse the willing 
subject an opportunity of a practical ex- 
pression of his conscience. I go further—if 
we individually and collectively do not ACT 
NOW we stand self-convicted Criminals of 
Peace. In the building at Nuremberg 1 can 
see some empty places--they should be filled 
if we remain inactive. 

By day and by night let the ery go out 
“SAVE EUROPE NOW.” A. J. GOWING. 

Newlands, Rearsby, 

Leicestershire. 


Housman’s bookshop 


In the course of the next few weeks many 
readers of Peace News will be buying books 
for Christmas presents, and I should like to 
suggest through the columns of Peace News 
that readers should buy these books through 
** Housman’s.” 

During the past few years 1 have always 
found that the PPU Bookshop’s promptness 
and efficiency in dealing with orders and en- 
quiries has been matched by its readiness to 
meet one’s needs. 

This service and 
know to 


willingness to help I 
be continued from ‘‘ Housman’s,”’ 


which I should therefore like to commend to 


readers of Peace News. 
85 Castle Street, LEOPOLD HUGHMAN. 
Cambridge. 


WORDS OF PEACE - No. 152 


The knowledge of good and evil was 
not an exclusive and sublime preroga- 
tive assigned to States or nations or 
majorities. When it had been defined 
and recognized as something divine in 
human nature, its action was to limit 
power by causing the sovereign voice 
within to be heard above the ex- 
pressed will and settled custom. of 
surrounding men. By that hypothesis 
the soul became more sacred than the 
State because it received light from 
above, as well as because its concerns 
are eternal and out of all proportion 
with the common interests of govern- 
ment. That is the root from which 
liberty of conscience was developed 
and all other liberty needed to confine 
the sphere of power, in order that it 
may not challenge the supremacy of 
that which is highest and best in man. 


—Lord Acton. 


Hanson Baldwin says 


‘Abolish conscription, 


HRANSON BALDWIN, the New 
4 York Times military critic, has 
called, in that paper, for ‘immediate 
proposals for the world-wide abelition 
of conscription.” 

He argues that the atomic bomb 
“marked the end of the moral leader- 
ship of America,” which could only be 
restored by “ some action in the politi- 
eal and moral and psychological fields 
as dramatic and tremendous as the 
achievement of atomic fission,” Other 
proposals he makes are for the world- 
wide limitation of national arms and 
for the outlawing of the atomic bomb. 
He concludes: 

“We must make those efforts for the 
interest of man .. . to preverrt reversion to 
the Dark Ages and the spiritual, mental, and 


political Joss of all that our material progress 
has made possible.” 


——————— 


PACIFIST CHURCH 


The first annual meeting of the Movement 
for.a Pacifist Church was held at King’s Cross 
Mission on Oct. 27. Dr. A. D. Belden, pre- 
sided. 

Wallace Hancock, the seeretary, reported 
a sustained and satisfactory inerease in 
membership during the year, including an 
encouraging number of international corres- 
pondents. Meetings had been addressed in 
numerous parts of the country and a regular 
service for pacifiats had been held in London. 

The meeting discussed ways and means of 
further developing the Movement and a num- 
ber of valuable suggestions were referred to 
the committee for consideration. 


The Message of Xmas, 1945, is 


“SAVE EUROPE-NOW!”” 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 


with a personal poem to stir the 


Conscience 
Per dozen 4s. Sample 5d. 
from 
Douglas and Molly Nicholson, Brixworth 
Northants 


(Profits to ‘‘ Save Europe Now ”’) 


VICTOR GOLLANCZ 
VERA BRITTAIN 
will speak at 
FRIENDS HOUSE, EUSTON 
on Mon., Dec. 17th 


at 7 p.m. 
Chairman: Dr, Alex Wood 


PP U London Area 


A Christmas Booklet 


IT COULD HAPPEN— REALLY 


by 


G. Stephens Spinks, M.A. 


Complete with Greetings Slip 
Price 4d., by post 5d. 


Lindsey Press, 14 Gordon Square, W.C.1 


=, NORTH LONDON PLAYERS 


A repeat performance of 


ELE GAs OgO 
MERCY 


By Bryan Anstey and Roy Walker 
Produced by Leslie F, Pitt, L.R.A.M. 
at 
CRIPPLEGATE THEATRE 


GOLDEN LANE, E.C.2 
(nearest tube: Aldersgate) 


Saturday, Dec. 15, 1945, at 7 p.m. 
3s. 6d. 2s. 6d. 1s. 6d. 


All seats numbered and reserved. Tickets 
from Dick Sheppard House; Peace News; 
and Nellie Harby, 74 Ingleton Rd., N.18 


The IDEAL Christmas Gift 


The 
Enchanted 


Fountain 


by 
Baroness Josephine Von Reitzenstein 
Introduction by Vera Brittain 
Illustrated 
A REMARKABLE VOLUME OF ESSAYS 
FOR ALL PEACE-LOVERS 
Price 3s. 6d., post free 33. 9d. 


NEW VISION PUBLISHING CO. 
126 MANOR ROAD, LONDON, N.16 
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NA, by “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by Clifford 
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